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Redeemed and Renewed 

May 14, 2023 

 

 Since Advent began last November, our liturgical themes have focused on how God redeemed 

the world through the incarnation, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  I want us to consider 

what all of that means for us at the current stages of life we find ourselves in because it is easy for 

Christians to become stale in their faith and practices; have you ever experienced that? … 
 

 A lot of times that happens when we are “away” from the church in one way or another, and it 

even happens sometimes when we are right here in the pews every week and entrenched in the 

rituals and routines we get used to. As you know, I am not a preacher to hold back on reminding us 

(myself included!) of the need to perpetually seek to renew our chosen response to the redemption 

God extends to us through Christ. 
 

 These themes over the last 5 months in our scriptures and worship are meant to help with that 

process, to help remind us of what God did when he came in the person of Jesus Christ. That 

sequence of Church seasons is nearing its end, the season of Easter has just one more Sunday - next 

week, which is the Sunday after the Ascension of Jesus which is scheduled for this Thursday… NASA 

estimates a 99% chance of it going off without a hitch.  
 

For the last few weeks, we’ve been exploring some of what is known as Jesus’ Farewell 

Discourse, which is several chapters’ worth of John’s gospel which details some of the conversations 

Jesus had with his disciples in the days leading up to the crucifixion. Last week I read much of chapter 

14, a chapter rich with red-letter words from Jesus direct to his disciples. 
 

That passage ended with Jesus saying whoever believes in me will do the works I have been 

doing. Today we’re picking up from there, which is an enlightening clarification of how the disciples, 

and us too, are part of God’s bigger plan beyond the earthly life of our savior. In his final discourse, 

Jesus speaks frequently about love; the entire book of John is peppered with references to love and 

Jesus’ commands to love.  
 

Do you remember the Sunday school song, I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy, -where? For how long? 

And how does that make you feel? Now, I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy is just the first verse, what is the 

second one? I’ve got the… Do you have the love of Jesus down in your heart? If you say you love 

Jesus, listen to what he said at John 14 verse 15: 
 

 

John 14:15-21 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another advocate to help you and be with you forever—17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot 

accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you 

and will be in you.  
18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me 

anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize 

that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and 

keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I 

too will love them and show myself to them.” 
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>>> Loving Jesus and knowing him and knowing what he did and taught is not enough according 

to what he says here; If you love me, keep my commands. What are those? There’s 4 books filled with 

them in here, and 39 books that serve as the foundation for them and 23 more after the gospels 

clarifying how we are to live them out. 

 

 Jesus said, If you love me, keep my commands – which were the greatest of those? (love God, 

love others as yourself) Look at this wordle up here on the screen; they are all words that come out of 

love, which ones stand out to you?... All of these concepts are interwoven with the love which Jesus 

commands us to instill pervasively in our lives. 

 

 Jesus had another big command just before his ascension; John does not include it but it is 

implied in much of what he wrote. Matthew does include it, do you remember what it is? (the Great 

Commission) Say it with me now:  

 
Matthew 28:19-20 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 

 

>>> That’s part of loving Jesus; we Presbyterians aren’t known so much for our blatant 

proclamations and proselytizing, that’s something we’re not accused of very often. We prefer to do it 

by our actions and hope that people notice and make the connection that we do things because we 

love Jesus, but we would do well to be a little more vocal about it. 

 

 The shame in our society, and unfortunately it originates and is perpetuated within Christian 

leadership, is that we’ve demonized the biblical term ευαγγελίζω (evangelist) as if it is some terrible 

thing. And while we all know some go overboard in zealousness with their understanding of faith, I’m 

pretty sure that God’s got his finger on his keyboard’s smite button for those who work so hard to 

suppress others who are bold enough to profess what they understand to be the truth of his Word… (I 

must destroy you!) 

 

 Nowhere in the Bible does it say we are to take his commands and water them down to suit 

our feelings; nor does it say that we are to demonize others who are more zealous about the Truth 

than we are. The challenge for us is to discern what Christ’s commands mean for us in our context, 

and always, always fear that we get it wrong when we struggle in the tension between truth and 

tolerance. 

 

 The lectionary gives us two other texts to explore today from Apostles who heeded the call not 

to mince their words; they are from two figures who were at one point misguided about what Jesus 

intended for them. The first is from one who denied Jesus three whole times, though he vowed not to 

(Peter): 
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1 Peter 3:13-22 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should 

suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 15 But 

in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 

asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 

respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good 

behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer 

for doing good than for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for 

the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the 

Spirit. 19 After being made alive he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits—

 20 to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah 

while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through 

water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt 

from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with 

angels, authorities and powers in submission to him 
 

>>> Peter, the pillar of Christ’s Church, the rock on which Jesus built his Church,  was redeemed 

from his three-fold denial of Jesus and was renewed by the Spirit to finally fully get what Jesus was 

about. Remember the things Jesus told him and the others about the things the para,klhtos, the 

Advocate, the Spirit of Truth, would do for them?  
 

 Well Peter and the others came into their own when that happened and if it weren’t for them 

being so evangelical the story would have “petered out” with them… Post-gospel scripture highlights 

several of Peter’s great professions and proclamations of the gospel and for that he has a place of 

distinction in the Church. The other disciples and followers did so as well, their declarations and work 

just aren’t as prominent. 
 

 Presbyterians didn’t come along until later; I think all the original churches were full-gospel 

Pentecostals and Baptists and the dreaded Evangelicals.  Now that I think of it, perhaps that negative 

characterization of Christians who are more evangelical in nature began back in Peter’s time. 
 

 Who was the one he did that so zealously?... The Pharisee Saul was redeemed on the road to 

Damascus and when his spirit was renewed, and then became an ardent evangelist advancing the 

gospel message. 
 

 Paul was redeemed from a deeper place than Peter and the others, perhaps that is why he 

worked so hard to right his wrong, for like the story Jesus told of the one forgiven of the greatest 

debt, Paul had more egregious sins washed away than most anybody. (not a Presbyterian baptism) 
 

 Paul wasn’t content to evangelize to just those in his own circles, he created ever-widening 

circles of influence, something we would do well to note for ourselves. He evangelized and planted 

churches all over, and one of those places was one that had an elaborate practice of worshipping 

imaginary gods. Most of us studied about it in school, remember your Greek mythology?  
 

 

 



4 
 

 I thought about springing a pop quiz on everyone and putting them up here on the screen, but 

it’s probably not a good idea to divert ourselves in that way right now. Instead, I just want us to 

remember how many there were (12) – They had statues of all these (remember what the 

Commandments said about graven images); they had statues of the 12 all around Athens, and when 

Paul went there to evangelize he used that to his advantage. 
 

Acts 17:22-31 “Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I 

see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at 

your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god.  

Agnw,stw| qew/| (unkown god) So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is 

what I am going to proclaim to you. 24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the 

Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands.25 And he is not 

served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and 

breath and everything else.26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit 

the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of 

their lands.  27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find 

him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our 

being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 29 “Therefore since we are 

God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an 

image made by human design and skill. 30 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now 

he commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day when he will judge the 

world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by 

raising him from the dead.” 
 

>>> We can assume that from there the seeds of Christianity grew in Athens, and to all of Greece 

and regions beyond. All because Paul had a profound appreciation for being redeemed and renewed 

through Jesus Christ. He had such a love for Christ that like Peter and so many others of the early 

Church, his only possible response was to spread the good news. 
 

 Jesus said, if you love me, keep my commands; they did that well, didn’t they? How about us? 

We too are redeemed and renewed and we are called to be renewed over and over. There are some 

who are good at orations such as Peter and Paul, and there are others who do more doing than 

speaking about the gospel. 
 

 We Presbyterians can all do better at the speaking part, perhaps that’s something we can 

endeavor to do. At the same time, I am reminded of what our daughter Vicki said when she was going 

to a Pentecostal college just south on highway 27 in Lake Wales. She said, Dad, they talk about being 

Christian all the time, but they don’t spend enough time being Christians. (true Presbyterian). 
 

 Jesus said, if you love me, keep my commands; that means doing more than talking the talk, it 

means walking the walk as they say. St Francis of Assisi was one who really got that; we were truly 

blessed to visit home of Assisi and just feel the influence of him keeping Christ’s commands there. 

One of the great things he lived by was his own saying, Preach the Gospel at all times. When 

necessary, use words.  
 

 We are redeemed by the cross and renewed by the Spirit. May we all endeavor to respond to 

that by showing and sharing our love for Jesus by keeping his commands, Amen. 


